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About Philadelphia Chinese Opera Society

Philadelphia Chinese opera society (PCOS) was established as a community based
non-profit organization. The mission of the society is to promote culture diversity
and exchange through educational activities and touring engagements. We are
proud of our contribution to enhancing the quality of life in our communities and
rising public awareness and appreciation of Chinese vocal and visual arts over the
past decade.

We offer weekly opera classes which are very popular among Asian community
and the general public. Our performance footprints were found in numerous cul-
tural events in the United States, including the famous Annual Chinese Opera
Gala, Connecting Arts-N-Schools at the Mann Center, Asian America Annual Mid-
Autumn Festival, and the Asian Pacific Islanders Heritage Month. Our signature
shows include such Peking Opera classics as “The Monkey King” “Farewell, My
Concubine” and “Legend of White Snake”. Through our efforts, many topnotch
China artist visited the USA and presented their best oriental performance to the
western audience. In 2009, we were honored to host the tour show of Chinese
National Opera (Plum) Award winners Shang Changrong, Meng Guanglu, and
Kang Wansheng. In 2010, our performance was aired by Chinese Central Televi-
sion (CCTV), the most popular TV channel in mainland China. Recently, we were
honored to perform at the Annual Opera Ball at the invitation of Washington Na-
tional Opera Company and the Chinese Embassy to the USA. These successful
events enjoyed wide media coverage, and were highly remarked by the public as
well as senior US government officials, including the Mayor of Philadelphia and
Pennsylvania Senator.
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Program

. Farewell My Concubine
Lady Yu: Hui Ming

. Petal Sprinkles from Heaven
Goddess from Heaven: Rachel Liu
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. Sale of Water e Kk R4

A Song for Flowers’ Fun
Mei Ying: Cynthia Z. Huang

. Romance of Spring and Autumn ¥

Picking up Firewood
Jiang Qiulian: Hua Lu

Nanny: Jun Qiao

Li Chunfa: Junqing Li

. Drunken Beauty
Lady Yang: Yunji Zhang

. Legend of White Snake Tour the Lake b2

Bai Suzhen: Yan Liu

Xu Xian: Junqging Li

Xiao Qing: Cynthia Z. Huang
Boatman: Changsheng Liu

. Snow in Midsummer
Dou E: Qingyi He
Turnkey: Jun Qiao

. Manor Hu
Hu San Niang: Rachel Liu

. Yang Yanhui Visits His Mother ¥

Planning in Palace
Princess Tiejing: Sarah Xie
Yang Yanhui: Weizhong Lu
Maids: Hui Ming, Cynthia Z. Huang
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10. Yang Yanhui Visits His Mother FrE: WERE LR 2%

The Reunion

Madam Sheh: Xinhua Li
Yang Yanhui: Sharon Che
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Yang Yanzhao: Xin Yang AN B AL bk X 3

Sisters: Hua Lu, Yan Liu




Excerpt Synopsis
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“Farewell My Concubine” is a famous play from the classical repertoire of Peking Opera.
A more accurate translation of the Chinese title should be “The Hegemon King (Xiang

Yu) Says Farewell to His Queen (Yu Ji )”.The great Peking Opera maestro Mei Lanfang
choreographed the sword dance in this play based on Taiji swordplay.

(KL#H) Petal Sprinkles from Heaven
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This opera is one of the most historically significant works of Mei Lanfang, the Beijing
Opera maestro. It is adapted from a Buddhist story and features in the song and move-
ment of a flower fairy who sprinkles petals from heaven as a means to test the readiness
of a Buddhist novice. The heavenly woman performs a poetically expressive ribbon

dance with a 50-foot long silk strip, signifying the goddess of Heaven ascends above the
clouds and scatters flower petals onto the earth, showering mankind with love and joy.

(X #I4L)Y Sale of Water: A Song for Flowers’ Fun
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Lady Huang was depressed for being separated from her fiancée Li by her father. Her
maid, Meiying, knew that Li was selling water for living daily outside of their garden. So
one day, Meiying invited Lady Huang to appreciate flowers in the garden so that the cou-
ple could meet each other there. In the meantime, Meiying tried to cheer her lady up by
making fun of the names of flowers that bloom month by month within a lunar year.

This aria (A Song for Flowers’ Fun) is an excerpt from “Water Sale”, which features
Playful Female Role in Beijing Opera. It is a good example to demonstrate a performer’s
skill of singing, dancing-acting, and stage speech.



(EME #£%) Romance of Spring and Autumn : Picking up Fire-
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“Romance of Spring and Autumn” tells a love story of Jiang Qiulian and Li Chunfa. In
the act “Picking up Firewood”, the young lady, Jiang Qiulian, is abused by her step-
mother while her father is away for business. In a cold winter morning, Qiulian, being
very sick, is forced to go to the wilderness with her old nanny to pick up firewood. There
they meet with a passing-by young man named Li Chunfa. Chunfa shows deep sympathy
to Qiulian and gives her money to purchase firewood and asks her to take good care of
herself. Qiulian is moved by his kindness and falls in love with Chunfa. This opera is one
of the masterpieces of Beijing Opera Maestro Zhang Junqiu. “Picking up Firewood” is
Act II of the opera, which is a concentrated presentation of Zhang’s singing style.

(HLBHHEY The Drunken Beauty
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“The Drunken Beauty” is one of the most famous masterpieces of Mei Lanfang, founder
of the Mei Style of Beijing Opera performance. The story is about Lady Yang Yuhuan, a
rare beauty and the Emperor’s favorite concubine. Neglected one day by the Emperor
despite that they had an appointment at the Flower Pavilion, the Beauty drank a lot by
herself with an attempt to ignore his Majesty’s cold shoulder. This show is Act I of the
play, a solo by Lady Yang on her joyful way to meet the Emperor.
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Abroad Hand-in-hand

Huanjing International LLC Education Services
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(@t ¥ #) The Legend of White Snake : Tour the Lake
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During the Qingming Festival, two immortals, white and green snakes, transform them-
selves into two young beautiful women called Bai Suzhen and Xiaoqing respectively. In
Hang Zhou, they meet Xu Xian at the Broken Bridge in the West Lake. Xu lends them his
umbrella in the sudden rain. Xu Xian and Suzhen gradually fall in love.

(<HAZFE)Y Snow in Midsummer
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“Snow in Midsummer” is also commonly translated as “The Injustice to Dou E”. Dou E, a
young widow, and her mother-in-law are bullied by a hooligan neighbor Zhang Lii-er and
his mother. Zhang pretends to offer Dou’s family “protection” and moves into their house
against their will, and then tries to force Dou E to marry him but she refuses. When Dou
E’s mother-in-law has a sudden craving for soup, Zhang Lii-er puts poison in the soup,
hoping he can seize Dou E for himself once the old woman dies. However, Zhang’s own
mother drinks the soup instead and dies from poisoning. Zhang Lii-er then frames Dou E
for murdering his mother. Dou E is arrested and the prefecture governor subjects her to
various tortures to force her to confess to the crime. Dou E does not want her mother-in-
law to be implicated so she admits to the murder. The governor sentences Dou E to death
by beheading. Dou E is brought to jail before her execution. She tells her story of inno-
cence to the woman turnkey.

(BZXEY Manor Hu
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This martial art play is adapted from the legendary novel “Water Margin”. It involves
more choreography than singing. The Heroine, Hu Sanniang, excelled in martial arts and
used a halberd as her weapon. She was enraged when she learned that some brigands
were coming to attack her neighboring relative Zhu’s Manor. In her eyes, the invaders
were but a group of cowards. In this scene the fully armed heroine expressed her courage
and determination before the battle through choreography. The skillful combat and mar-
tial arts are highlights of the show.



(o BRERF A E) Yang Yanhui Visits His Mother: Planning in Palace
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After Yang Yanhui was captured by Xi Liao, he changed his name and married to Liao’s
Princess Tie Jing. Liao General Xiao Tianzuo set up a complicated battle array along
Song border. Yanhui’s mother Sheh Tai Jun took command of Song troops against Liao’s
invasion. Yanhui missed his mother so much that he sought a reunion with her and his
family. Princess Tie Jing read his mind. Yanhui had to tell his wife the true story. Princess
Tie Jing plotted to steal the commander’s order-arrow from her queen mother, helping
Yanhui get out the camp and asked him to return as soon as he saw his mother.

(RS WA 2 %) Yang Yanhui Visits His Mother: The Reunion
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Yang Yanhui reached the barracks of the Song troops and was caught by Yang Zongbao
as a spy from Liao. His brother Yanzhao recognized him, untied him and brought him to
see their mother and his family. Yanhui and his mother happily cried together. As prom-
ised to his wife, he had to leave soon after the brief reunion.
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Orchestra

Drum
Wanjin Zhao, Gang Tian

Chinese Fiddle
Wanjin Zhao, Peter Lu, Qiulin Li, Kuiming Jin

Second Chinese Fiddle
Chenglin Huang, Kuiming Jin,Qiulin Li

Moon Guitar
Chenglin Huang, Peter Lu

Big Gong
Gang Tian, Peter Lu

Cymbals

Jianxin Tian

Small Gong
Bairu Song

Flute
Chenglin Huang

Suona Horn
Chenglin Huang
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Production Crew

Artistic Director
Shuyuan Li

Chief Coordinators
Yan Liu, Hua Lu, Junqing Li, Xinhua Li

Makeup
Guiying Yang, Shuyuan Li, Juan Xu

Costumes
Shuyuan Li, Li Zheng, Peng Huang

Stage Supervisors
Zhijian Ding, Xiaoying Yang

Light and Sound
Haoyu Zhao, Jun Hou, Yalin Liu

Stage Setup
Xinhua Li, Peng Huang

Program Translation & Editing
Jun Qiao

Lyrics & Caption
Sarah Xie, Junging Li

Caption Projection
Qing Jiang, Wei Chen

Finance
Yan Liu, Xiaoying Yang

Theater Coordination
Hua Lu
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Production Crew BRAX
Post-Performance Crew Banquet M
Hua Lu B
Ticket Design FE& i
Peng Huang ##
Ticket Management E&EH
Xinhua Li, Yan Liu FHrde 23t
Photography 532
Jianxi Mu, Liren Zeng BEE YA
Video Recording F5
Junqing Li a1
Advertisement Il
Peng Huang, Li Zheng EH%E A
Program / Brochure 35 B waE
Chenxuan Shi, Linpei Zhang $ RN %R
Volunteers HAth X T
Sissi Lu, Tianbao Sun, Yanjun Teng, HMEE IIKRF BHE
Fei Gao, Li Kang, Jincai Wu mY RN 244
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XiaoLi Ma, M.D. SBEIEE - HEE
Board certified in Gastroenterology and Internal Medicine §

intestine
(colon)

b7 B AT AR R E e B
Hiht: Bi5ZELR121 N, 9th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107
EaE: 215-629-8866 (&) * 215-629-8862 ( X)

Small
intestine

Rectum

EE: 215-629-8867




% A-BEST INSURANCE
%% & FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC
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We are Always the Best

- RBEEMN. FHEEM. Delaware. § B
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Tel: (267) 321-0488
Fax: (267] 321—0477

E-mail: info@a-bestinc.com

925 Arch Street . 2 nd Floor . Philadelphia . PA 19107
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EVEREST MEDICAL CARE CENTER
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& MON - FRI : 9am - 9pm
8| SAT - SUN : 9am - 5pm

&3 : 610 - 352 - 8000

83X : 610 - 886 - 4155

#udit : 6787 Market Street |,
Upper Darby, 19082
6O KIS EHEIGIRE |
BERARERE

Havertown4 it

)
MON - FRI : 9am - 5pm
SAT : 9am - 4pm

B © 610 - 853 - 2502
{83 : 610 - 886 - 4488

btk : 2010 West Chester Pike(Rt.3),
Suite 448, Havertown,
PA 19083
ARREE




$100 GIFT CARD

IS ALL YOURS

I would like to personally invite you to a one-on-one
consultation regarding your current investment position, |
appreciate your time, so you will receive a complimentary
$100 gift card when we meet in my Radnor office, or in the
comfort of your home.

Many people have watched their hard-earned retirement
savings shrink considerably over the past few years. In
today's uncertain financial environment, it's time to get a
professional opinion on your current retirement plan.

My name is James Cipriotti, CSA, CMFC, and | am offering
you a Complimentary Retirement Check-up focused on
boosting your income and building your wealth. There is

CALL NOW: absolutely no cost or obligation. Just for meeting with me,
888-56-WEALTH you will receive a $100 Gift Card=I'm that confident | can
help!
(888-569-3258)
Avallable 24/7 GET A VALUABLE, PROFESSIONAL OPINION
FROM AN EXPERIENCED, LOCAL FINANCIAL
ADVISOR
’ When we meet | will share with you how | have helped many
other Philadelphia-area residents plan for a more secure
James Cipriotti, CSA, CMFC future, for themselves and their families. Have you done
Radnor Financial Center enough to determine that your investments are allocated
150 N Radnor Chester Rd. properly for your goals, dreams and legacy? Call today to
Suite F-200 schedule your personal appointment so you can receive a
Radnor, PA 19087 free $100 Visa gift card.

Radnor

FINANCIAL CENTER
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Art Director: Shuyuan Li
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PCOS receives state arts funding support through

a grant from the Pennsylvania Council on the
Arts, a state agency funded by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

E # M 3k / Website
http://philapcos.org

#A X4 4K / Social Media
WAz A& F&: PCOS_1999 SO’
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$a# % % / Scan to follow us on
EigZF/Navigasian, WIS 2> A 5/WeChat
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